
ST. PIUS X ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Minutes for April 23, 2012 

 

In Attendance: Christie Morel, Hector Leija, Stephanie Wahlstrom, Fr. Guadagnoli, Mrs. Cindy Elwood, Jim 

Farrell, Alicia Mendoza, Bev Kosco, and Sherry Pettifer 
 

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by President Christie Morel. 
 

Opening Prayer: Fr. Guadagnoli opened with a prayer. 
 

Minutes: Motion by Hector Leija to approve March 26, 2012 minutes. 

 Seconded by Christie Morel.  Motion carried. 
 

Ministry Moments: The enlightening “The Examen of Consciousness” was delivered by Bev Kosco.  In short, it is 

where we try to find the movement of the Spirit in our daily lives as we reflect on our day.  We can 

pray anytime and anywhere. It is suggested that we pray at least twice daily.  There are five steps 

to the Examen in which one completes while discerning the movement of God’s Spirit in your day.  

It’s your own zone between you and God. 

1. Recall that you are in the presence of God. 

2. Spend a moment looking over your day with gratitude for this day’s gifts. 

3. Ask God to send you His Holy Spirit to help you look at your actions and attitudes and 

motives with honesty and patience. 

4. Now review your day. 

5. The final step is our heart-to-heart talk with Jesus. 

Covering all five points daily will allow you the freedom to dwell more on one than another, as the 

Spirit moves you. 

 

President’s Update – Christie Morel 

 

Proceeded to committee reports. 

 

 

Principal’s Update – Mrs. Cindy Elwood 

 

SPX is in the final push for enrollment for the next school year.  At present, there are 340 students listed but only 321 

have paid the necessary fees.  Enrollment for fifth grade going to sixth is now closed.  There are two on the waiting list.  A 

new “app” of Eventlink is presently being tested by the teachers as another method of communication. 

 

 

Pastor’s Update – Fr. Guadagnoli 

 

Asked how FACTS was presently doing.  Everyone was in agreement that the program is good and has definitely assisted 

Margaret White in the administrative duties of enrollment and year round tasks and duties.  FACTS have made it easier 

for re-enrollment of the next school year.  He thought that it might be something to consider for the enrollment of the CCD 

students. 

 

 

Marketing Committee Update – Alicia Mendoza and SPX Student Advisory Council 

 

SPX is anxiously awaiting the date of May 6, 2012. One of our teacher’s is up for “Teacher of the Year.”  If the SPX 

teacher is chosen, then he/she would be the center of new marketing campaign for SPX School in the Dallas Morning 

News, Ferguson Road Initiative and the White Rocker.  Alicia re-iterated that currently has 340 students enrolled for the 

next school year. Also, projected plans for the summer enrollment inquiries are that the family has a tour first, and then 

will receive information from Margaret White, follow up calls and post cards.  

 



Finance Committee – Christie Morel 
 

There is a Trustee’s meeting scheduled for May 10, 2012 to go over the endowment fund.  The balance is approximately 

$209K total and discussion of how those funds are to be allocated will be held.  A proposal for how the money is being 

invested will be requested.  There is a $1M goal with investing aggressively to obtain the greatest return. 

 

 

Technology Committee – Hector Leija 
 

A meeting last week took place and discussion of how the technology “vision” is coming along.  There is support from all 

entities to go forward with the upgrade to the infrastructure.  Fiber optics will need to be run from the church to the school 

and from the church to the primary building. The teacher requests are being prioritized.  If SPX wants to test the “new” 

infrastructure, early May is a suggested timeframe.  Mr. Saldana will be meeting with Tel West for more pricing bids. 
 

Alicia Mendoza brought up some parent concerns about where/how the technology fee money is being used for.  Parents 

want to see something tangible that shows that their money is being invested for technology and not for supplies, etc.  

Discussion on how to show parents that we need to invest in the “foundation,” before the incidentals, will need to first take 

place.  Fr. Guadagnoli provided a great example: When DART wanted to expand and develop the rail line, they needed to 

start with the infrastructure first before all the bells and whistles were given.  What DART did was “communicate” “the 

plan” for all interested parties to be privy to.  So he, suggested that someone create a PowerPoint presentation or some 

other form to communicate that year 1, we will be investing in infrastructure, year 2, investing in devices, year 3, etc.  If 

SPX creates a structured, detailed plan that can be presented and shared at the PTO, back to school meetings then it 

would relieve some concern and wonder about where money is being spent to educate their child. 
 

Kinder – 2
nd

 are looking into a new reading series. 
 

Contract to stay with Aspire is most likely to occur, so SPX may move forward. 

 

 

Plant and Facilities Update – Nellie Savala 
 

No report. 

 

Curriculum Committee Update – Julian Rodriguez 
 

No report. 

 

Important Dates: 
 

• Jun 1, 2012  Last Day of School 

• Aug 20, 2012  First Day of School 

 

 

Fr. Guadagnoli closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Next Advisory Board Meeting is May 21, 2012. 

 

 

 

The April 2012 minutes have been reviewed and approved. 

 

 

Pastor’s Signature ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date Approved ________________________________________________________________ 


